
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum – Housing Focus Group 
 
Minutes of meeting held on 28/6/2016 

Present: Steve Lyle, David Wallis, Louisa Jakeman, Lis Hedley, Tony MacClelland, Andrew Freeman 
Apologies: Gill Griggs 
 

1. Welcome new member 
We were pleased to welcome Andrew Freeman to the Housing Focus Group. He explained he 
was just about to retire from his current role as a Planning Inspector with responsibility for 
examination and appeals of planning applications, so has a very appropriate background to 
support our role. 
 

2. Review quantitative output from Survey 
We spent some time going through the Housing responses (Q16 – Q25) from the survey. 
Nothing unexpected was noticed as the data generally seemed to reinforce the views we have 
been developing over the past 12 months. It was, however, interesting to note that 44% of 
respondents did either agree or strongly agree there is a need for more houses in KDBH 
although 89% were not looking to move. It was also quite clear that small or infill developments 
were much more heavily favoured than anything over 25 properties.   
 

3. Consider proposal on initial response to Call for Sites 
Prior to joining our group, AF had produced a document which we discussed. The general view 
was that it had good potential and was worth pursuing with the addition of extra columns to 
allow relevant comments from the survey, area forum and developer day to be added. It was 
agreed AF should continue to develop the idea with a few actions: 
Action – AF to discuss with GG as the lead contact with SMBC on this subject 
Action – SL to forward copy to JA for information/comment and to ensure a good fit with the 
Plan. 
 

4. Update on Developer Day plans 
 SL shared the progress to date on the Developer Day, the number of positive responses and 
the confirmation letter about to go out. Some minor amendments were suggested and the issue 
of support from the committee was raised.  
We then went on to consider how to capture feedback from residents on the day. The view was 
that a single, simple form would be best with space for people to “score” the various proposals, 
allow space for additional comments and have additional lines at the bottom for similar feedback 
on other, non-represented sites. The question at the top could be something like: “If housing 
development has to take place in KDBH, what are your views on the proposals you have seen 
here?” Suggested headings for the responses are: “Suitable/no strong views/unsuitable/why?”  
Action – SL to amend letter (done) and send out request for confirmation of attendance to 
Steering Group and other sub committees (done). 
Action – JA and Steering Committee to consider suggestion on response form 
 

5.  Review outcomes from Forum meeting on possible generic development locations 
We discussed the feedback covering the four areas considered at the above meeting. Again, 
there were no particular surprises but it was felt there was some useful additional information to 
feed in to the Plan 
 
Next meeting Wednesday 20th July at 19:30  


