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Minutes of Meeting held at Arden Academy on 16.11.2016

Agenda item 1 Vice Chair’s update - Ian Fisher

At the moment we have a number of work streams underway:

The Business survey is just about ready – we will shortly have an update from Steve Lyle.

I can give a brief update on the Young people’s survey. If you recall, a survey was developed and 
distributed to the older pupils at the four primary schools and students here at the Arden Academy. 
It was not an electronic survey so the results and analysis are being typed up by volunteers here. It is 
now 90% complete so we will have that feedback and the business survey as our evidence base for 
the plan.

We have now organised a small group, led by Bryan Hunt to commence the preparation of the plan – 
sometimes I think we lose sight of the end goal here but our purpose is to write a Neighbourhood 
Plan. Bryan will give us a quick update on where we are.

At our last meeting we ran out of time – maybe energy as well – and we did not complete something 
that we had promised which was to present the results of the Survey as they relate to the Housing 
subgroup so. Andrew Freeman is going to do that tonight. Both the Transport and Infrastructure and 
the Learning Leisure and Community Facilities sub-groups reported back last time

With regard to our financial status, you may recall that we need to submit an application for a 
further grant to fund our activities through to the end of March next year. Our Treasurer, David 
Wallis will bring us up to date on that.

I will give an update on Membership numbers

We would like to dedicate as much time as possible to the main purpose of this evening’s meeting 
which is a presentation and discussion about the planning application submitted by Applegreen for a 
Motorway Service Station at J4 of the M42.

We have a guest speaker Des Stafford with us this evening, representing Applegreen and he has 
kindly offered to give a presentation about the proposals, after which we will have a Q&A session.

There is a consultation period, which expires at the end of next week and it is our expectation as a 
Neighbourhood Forum that we will provide a response on your behalf.

It can only be on your behalf if we get your input. 

So we are inviting feedback – whether positive, negative or conditional via our e-mail contacts and 
this evening, via the cards that are distributed around. We will get them typed up as our evidence to 
support whatever we submit (so please use your best handwriting!). Given the limited time available, 
I doubt very much that we will be able to vote on it.
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One other item in the news at the moment is the proposed change to parliamentary constituency 
boundaries. If this goes ahead. Broadly speaking, Knowle will be included in a Coventry West and 
Meriden and Dorridge in Shirley and Solihull South.

We are aware that, to some, the proposals seem a bit odd. It is not really a subject within the scope 
of the Neighbourhood Forum, local authority boundaries are not affected. 

Local MPS have differing views on the subject.

If you do feel strongly and or you wish to provide feedback I would advise you to do so at this site 

https://www.bce2018.org.uk/ 

Lastly, before we get into the agenda properly, there is an elephant in the room this evening and 
that relates to Solihull’s Draft Local Plan.

Since we last communicated with you all, Solihull Council have published it and agreed a consultation 
period to run between 5th December and 30th January.

The publication of the submission draft, in the light of comments is scheduled for Spring 2017

Final submission to the Secretary of State is summer 2017 triggering an examination in Public and 
official consultation.   

We had invited Nadeem and / or colleagues to present the draft plan this evening but a delay in the 
timing of Cabinet meetings has meant that this was not possible.

So our next open forum meeting on 7th December will be dedicated to a review of the Local plan 
proposals with a view to getting resident’s views – for or against.

 We hope to get SMBCs input
 We may invite representatives of the developers behind the proposals to present 
 We may present some alternative scenarios that we feel better reflect residents preferences 

based on the Survey
 And we shall certainly give attendees opportunity to provide feedback – verbally and in 

writing

That is going to be a heavy agenda I know. 

Over the Christmas and New Year period (once again since it was similar story last year) we will 
prepare a response to the consultation to reflect form members’ views. 

We will have a chance for further debate of our proposed response on Jan 11th  

So much as we would like to spend time this evening in discussion about the draft plan, I think we 
need to cover off the Motorway Services proposal tonight and then give the draft plan a good 
hearing and debate on 7th December.
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Agenda item 2 - Progress update on the Business Survey - Steve Lyle

Steve Lyle explained that the business survey is now ready for distribution. This will be paper based, 
with an option for completion on-line. It will be hand delivered to all businesses in the KDBH area 
(when we have volunteers for that last piece). We have been collating a list of those businesses from 
whatever sources we can locate.

We have once again engaged Simon Purfield of Stratford-on-Avon District Council to assist with both 
the compilation of the questions, analysis of the results and to ensure we have independent 
interpretation.  Mr Purfield supported us with the resident’s survey.

The survey will run for around one month and if the timing goes to plan we will be able to provide an 
initial assessment of results at the forum meeting on Jan 11th 2017.

Agenda item 3 Progress update on our draft plan preparation - Bryan Hunt

Bryan Hunt explained that the Policy Planning Group (PPG) has been formed to begin the process of 
writing our plan. The team includes two representatives from each of the working groups; Housing, 
Transport and Infrastructure, Learning Leisure and Community facilities.

The first stage is for each group to will be to generate the issues, objectives and policies in their own 
area for discussion by the PPG. These will be based on the evidence base that has been collated.

At the moment, the group are in the middle of a series of regular meetings covering each working 
group because we would like to get some momentum before the festive period.

Agenda item 4 Residents’ survey findings as they relate to Housing - Andrew Freeman

Andrew provided details of the survey analysis – see the website for details.

Agenda item 5 Grant application status - David Wallis

David Wallis explained that our next grant application period was imminent. 

We have estimates for our likely expenditure up to March 31st 2017. Headline items are the Business 
Survey and its publicity, a Policy Consultation event and such items as posters/materials for the 
event and also publicity for it. 

David will be submitting the grant application in the next few weeks.

Agenda item 6 Membership update - Ian Fisher

Membership numbers continue to increase and the current breakdown is:-

Knowle 328
Dorridge 196
Bentley Heath 46
Total 570
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Agenda item 7 - MSA Application – facilitated discussion

Mr Des Stafford, Head of Developments of Applegreen presented details of the proposals by 
Applegreen to build a Motorway Service Area (MSA) on the NE corner of Junction 4 of the M42.

The consultation period ends within the month so the Forum were keen to understand members’ 
views so that a response to the consultation could be written encapsulating those views.

The presentation was followed by a question and answer session. Members also provided written 
feedback that was collected at the end of the meeting.

The main themes of the feedback and questions were:-

 Members disputed the need for an MSA on this stretch, given the proximity of Tesco and 
other nearby fuel stations

 The impact of increased traffic on what is already a busy Junction – with likely development at 
Blythe Valley already likely to increase traffic volumes

 The elaborate proposals for the exit to be on Gate lane and thus the impact on local traffic  

 The loss of Green Belt and the precedent this would set in terms  of the urbanisation of the 
gap between KDBH and Shirley / Solihull

 
Post meeting the feedback was collated and a formal response to the consultation was submitted. A 
copy can be located on the website. 


