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Notes of the meeting held on 9 June 2016 at Arden Academy 
 

• Present 
Amy Fallis (AF), David Gentle (DG), Bill Lally (BL) Martin Murphy (MM), Roger Thorpe 
(RT) 
 

• Apologies 
Dave Sykes 
 

• Notes of the previous meeting 
Notes of the previous meeting held on 5 May 2016 had been amended in the light of 
emailed comments. 
 

• Analysis of Survey 
The group considered factors that may need to be taken into account when analysing 
survey results. 
 

• Student Survey 
AF tabled a model document for the Young People’s Survey (YPS). This is a thorough 
document that, to a large extent, reflects the household survey and can be seen to run 
in parallel to include under 16s. The intention is that the YPS is completed by all year 4, 
5, 6 pupils in the 3 primary schools and by years 7, 8, 9, 10 plus some of years in 11, 12 
(now on study leave) at Arden Academy. 
AF outlined the methodology for analysing open-ended responses. This was supported 
by DG as a well tried, efficient and successful model. 
Those present appreciated AF’s work. 
Those present were invited to comment and responded as follows: 

o whilst wishing to replicate some aspects of the main survey, it is important to ask 
questions that are specific to young people and have not been answered 
elsewhere by the target group; 

o is it necessary to include the section on housing? 
o could the transport and infrastructure section be slanted towards gathering 

evidence that might be used to make suggestions that reduce congestion and 
parking issues around schools? 

o careful modelling procedures will be needed to derive the appropriate weighting 
of input from youth to specific questions and aligning this with the main 
household survey. 

AF would send those present (plus DS) amended versions of the YPS for reflection 
and comment to be returned to AF by lunchtime on Monday, 13 June 2016. AF to 
finalise the YPS as she considers appropriate. 

 
• Matters to be referred to the Steering Group 
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What role will this focus group take in the derivation of policies and principles based on 
the accumulated quantitative and qualitative data? 
More generally, what is the future brief, if any, of this focus group? 
To what extent and how can the Neighbourhood Forum influence decisions now, in 
addition to those in the future? 
What is the relationship between the Neighbourhood Forum, Knowle Society and 
Dorridge and District Residents Association in representing the views of those living in 
the area? It was suggested that perhaps the 3 groups need to agree proposals to 
clarified remits. 
 

• AOB 
There was ‘futuristic’ discussion about the failing of infrastructure planning to take on 
board the direction of travel of development, particularly that related to ICT. Examples 
discussed were: 

o the failure, in new school building, to recognise that not all learning will take place 
in a 50 m2 room with 30 pupils listening to one teacher; 

o failing to account for the inevitable introduction of driverless and remote-
controlled transport methodologies when constructing new transport routes. 

 
• Date for next meeting 

Already scheduled for 11:30 AM on Thursday 7 July 2016. Further details of location and 
‘agenda’ to be circulated by MM nearer the time. 
 
DG 
 
Note  
Dates for meetings provisionally agreed as: 
 
Steering Committee                                                      Open Forums 
Wed or Thurs 15 or 16 June                                                 Wed 22 June 
Wed 13 July                                                                      Wed 20 July 
None in August                                                                 None in August 
Wed 7 September                                                          Wed 14 September 
 


