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ü Sport, recreation and open spaces  
ü Education and school places  
ü Health and welfare  
ü Lifelong learning; culture and heritage  
 

• identify constraints and requirements to balance demand and capacity for school places   

• where appropriate, allocate building land to meet forecast growth  
• look to improve pre-school, children’s and youth facilities;  help reduce isolation of older people;  

increase access for those with disabilities 

• protect parks and improve access to leisure and recreation facilities to promote healthy living 

• consider and plan for adequate capacity and access to healthcare provision 
• maintain or develop community venues as a hub for village life, eg. halls, libraries, post office etc.   

ü Facilities for young people and the elderly 
ü Local shops and business 
ü Community meeting places 
ü Conservation 

A new teaching block opened at Arden in 
Sept 2015.  This will meet forecast pupil 
numbers to 2020.  

Residential development has replaced 
some commercial premises.    

Knowle Society is applying for 3 areas to 
be designated as village green to protect 
them from future development. 

Demand	is	expected	to	increase	for	both	primary	and	secondary	school	places	over	the	next	10	years	

Solihull’s plan classes Knowle and Dorridge as ‘Local Centres’, where appropriate new development: 
• should reflect the centre’s role and function in serving local needs, reducing travel, or sustaining the 

economic viability and vitality of the centre 
• could include local shops providing day to day needs; leisure, community and other facilities that 

are sensitive to local character.  

The Leisure, Learning and Community Facilities (LL&CF) Group focuses on planning for all those 
services that bring people together, enhance skills, promote health and wellbeing and make our 
neighbourhood one of the best places to live in the UK.  Our role is to establish priorities for new 
developments that maintain, or improve, the quality of life in our community.  

1. What sort of things can a Neighbourhood Plan cover for LL&CF?   

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

2.  What does Solihull’s Local Plan say about LL&CF for our neighbourhood? 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

So,	as	a	community	we	may	wish	to	consider	policies	for	new	developments	that,	eg:	

Solihull’s (2012) Plan prioritises early expansion 
of Arden school to meet forecast pupil numbers.     
Solihull’s plan identifies Knowle as the largest 
‘local centre’ in the ‘Rural Area’ and, as such, 
important to providing accessible local services 
that need to be sustained.   
Plans should ‘promote the vitality of local 
shopping centres’. 
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To make your voice heard we need your feedback on: 

 

3.   What can’t be covered by a Neighbourhood Plan? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

4.   How are we responding to local opinion on needs and priorities? 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

It is important to remember that the 
Neighbourhood Plan is all about what we want 
future development to look like in relation to 
land use - ie. rather than smaller changes to 
what exists today.  
A Plan can typically take 2+ years to produce.    
Arden school is built on green belt.  Any 
significant change to the green belt boundary 
must be dealt with by Solihull Council and be 
incorporated into their ‘Local Plan’.  We will 
work closely with the Council to represent any 
needs in this respect. 

The Neighbourhood Forum works 
closely with the Knowle Society (KS) 
and Dorridge and District (DDRA) 
Residents Associations, who will 
continue to lobby Solihull Council on 
day-to-day issues.   

We share common goals to improve our 
community, so that together we cover 
both the short and longer term. 

 

With increasing demand from outside our Area to use some of our community facilities, 
how do we ensure that, first and foremost, local facilities are available to local people? 

Initial feedback from local 

residents has raised a 

number of priority areas 

and issues: 

Ø strong emphasis on the viability of new development in 
terms of school capacity  

Ø strong desire to improve facilities for our young people 
and promote social inclusion for our elderly  

Ø desire to conserve a mix of commercial and residential 
buildings for a vibrant high street 

Ø desire to strengthen links between Arden school and 
the wider community   

what you consider to be the main LL&CF planning opportunities and issues, eg: 
o which community facilities do we regard as essential and want to protect - eg. from change of 

use - or improve? 
o where are the main ‘pinch points’ in terms of capacity or availability of key community 

services?  
o how do we address growth and modernisation of facilities at Arden school and open up use of 

these facilities to the wider community? 
o do we want to replace the former Youth Centre, now being used as classroom space? 
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5.    What stage are we at, and what’s happening now? 

 

  

 
 

6.    What do you need from members of the community (ie. from ME!) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7.   Want to know more? 

The LL&CF Group meets monthly. If you would like to get involved or to know more, please contact 
Martin Murphy at offce@arden.solihull.sch.uk or ring Michele Bull on 01564 732613 

Our first priorities are to:       

1) establish hard facts 
(avoiding anecdotal feedback) 

2) gain a truly representative 
view from a much wider 
cross-section of local people 
than we currently have   

3) take positive action to 
actively engage children and 
young people in the debate 

• seek out and listen to views of local 
residents and businesses 

• analyse both current and forecast data 
related to LL&CF, eg. demographics; 
business, employment and skills; demand 
for school places; use of arts, cultural and 
sporting facilities etc 

• talk to providers of local community services 
eg. healthcare, police, churches etc 

• liaise with the other Focus Groups on 
related aspects 

To	do	this,	
we	have	

planned	and	
started	

activities	to:	

Please help us gather the data we need by:  

Ø contributing to a survey we are designing to obtain 
your views   

Ø making your views heard at organised events and 
meetings we will hold at local community venues, 
eg. clubs, schools, church groups, playgroups   

We will be doing this over the 
next few months to give us a 
solid evidence base, from which 
we can then start to develop 
LL&CF planning options and 
policies 

This then gives us the necessary ‘evidence base’ to start to: 

1) Create an accurate picture of LL&CF related opportunities, issues and priorities  

2) Understand how existing provision meets community needs and/or wishes - and where any 
shortfalls lie 

3) Start defining and drafting possible planning policies as a basis for community consultation. 

Influencing local policy requires us to present clear facts and priorities in our Neighbourhood 
Plan, supported by the local community. 

WE CANNOT DO THIS WITHOUT YOU. 


