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It’s been a while since our last update.  Things have been far 
from quiet, though.  Lots to update you on - some headlines 
below.  Come and hear more at our next...

Things have certainly moved quickly since the Council announced in November the 
two successful KDBH bids for 2019/20.  Congratulations to: Dorridge Village Hall on 
their extension (£20,000); and Knowle Village Hall on their replacement emergency 
doors (£8,200).  Both projects are already at, or nearing, completion. Plus, with our 
representations, the Council found alternative funding for £4,040 to go to Penny’s Café 
in Knowle.  All great news for our community!
On to next year!  We’ll know exactly the funds available in financial year 2020/21 in early 
April.  However, the pot already stands at over £150,000 - a big step up on the £37,800 
in 2019/20.  Bidding opens in April 2020, probably through to the end of August.  So 
interested groups can get their thinking caps on straight away!  
In January, we met with the Council  to discuss learnings from the scheme’s first year of 
operation and what could be improved. Key points are:

1.  The need to ensure greater awareness 
of the  scheme across the KDBH community. 
This is our greatest concern, and one where 
we can really help.  We’ve therefore committed 
to using the strong local networks created dur-
ing Neighbourhood Plan development, as well 
as our website and Facebook page, to reach 
out across the community.

2.   The need to improve the Council’s 
documentation on the scheme, making it 
easier to understand and clearer on what does 
and doesn’t count as a potential project. The 
Council agreed to look at this.

3.   More help and guidance for potential 
bidders.  The Council has agreed to refer 
bidders to a nominated Forum contact for initial 
guidance and support, eg. to help identify if/
how a project fits with the Neighbourhood 
Plan; where there may be cross-benefits where 
bids work together; or where other sources of 
funding may be more appropriate / available.

4.   Improving assessment of bids.  The 
Council would find it really helpful to have a 
clear framework of KDBH overall community 
needs and priorities which they can use to 
more easily and objectively assess bids.  
So we’ve committed to working with the 
community to try and develop this.

Forum meeting: 16 March 2020
Arden Academy 

Latest news on > £150,000 available for 
community projects in 2020/21!



Our Guest Speaker on 16 March is Stuart Baxter
 
Did you know that KDBH is part of the wider Solihull East Locality community? And that 
the Council, working with community groups, has developed a Plan identifying priorities 
for the East Area of the Borough.   Stuart leads this Plan.

Not surprisingly, the East Locality Plan (ELP) echoes some 
important themes highlighted also in our own Neighbourhood 
Plan and Community Actions, with key aspects being: 
•   tackling social/geographic isolation and improving well being
•   improving infrastructure and connectivity 
•   tackling pockets of crime and anti-social behaviour.  

So we’re really pleased to have Stuart as our guest speaker.  It’s a great opportunity to 
learn more about the ELP; consider where there are shared goals; and how, by working 
more closely together, we could create opportunities to deliver enhanced benefits for our 
community.  You can read a copy of the ELP on our website at www.kdbh-np.org

Planning Applications in KDBH

Solihull Council is required to advise the Forum, as a statutory body, of all new planning 
applications relating to our Area, ie. as they do for Parish Councils.  

An important Forum aim is to make it 
easier and more transparent for local 
people to access planning information 
for KDBH.  We’ve therefore updated 
our website to provide a document 
giving details of all KDBH applications in 
progress at a given date  at www.kdbh-
np.org/current-planning-applications.  
This page also explains how the Forum 
works closely with both our Residents 
Associations - the Knowle Society 
and Dorridge and District Residents 
Association - in monitoring and, where 
appropriate, responding to planning 
applications.
It’s important to understand that, in most 
cases, the planning process allows only 
three weeks to submit responses.  This is 

a challenging timeframe for our volunteer 
team to pick up, assess and provide a 
carefully thought through response - ie.  
there’s insufficient time for community 
consultation.
Hence the Forum team use the adopted 
Neighbourhood Plan, approved 
at Referendum by 96% of KDBH 
community voters, as the legitimate, 
robust and objective basis for all our 
responses, with reference to relevant 
planning legislation as appropriate.  This 
means that our responses are not based 
on opinion and, as far as possible, we 
aim to be consistent, while recognising 
that every application must be assessed 
on its own merits.

As relative ‘newbies’ to this activity (which was triggered following adoption of the 
Neighbourhood Plan in April 2019), we are still learning. And things do seem to come 
in spurts.  In the three weeks before Christmas, for example, just when you anticipate 
winding down, we needed to respond both to planning applications and to appeals.  You 
can read these, and all our responses, on our web page www.kdbh-np.org/copy-of-
planning-apps.  Of particular note is our first Appeal Hearing at the end of March. 



Latest on Council plans to build 1,000+ new houses in KDBH?

For over a year now, despite continuing requests we have not been invited to participate 
in Council activities relating to Local Plan development, eg. Concept Masterplanning. 
That doesn’t however mean we’re doing nothing!  Our forward plans include two main 
workstrands of developer liaison:  

• we’ve invited developers whose sites (green or amber) are mentioned in the January 
2019 version of the DLP to meet with the Forum Steering Committee in March.  This  is an 
opportunity to share the latest on their plans; how these fit with the Neighbourhood Plan; 
and what community benefits, as well as what issues, are envisaged

• we plan to hold another ‘Developer Showcase’ public open day, provisionally on 2 May 
2020. This will be similar to the highly successful event held in the main hall at Arden 
Academy in 2016 -  our web page www.kdbh-np.org/developer may jog your memory...

Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch: Gaining Charitable Status

At October’s AGM, you may recall passing a 
special resolution enabling the Forum to convert to 
a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) from 
its current status as a Limited Company.  The main 
advantages include: opening up new potential 
sources of funding and assistance (as we no longer receive any grant funding); and the 
ability to reclaim Gift Aid from the Government on contributions from members, including 
fund raising activities such as potential future crowd-funding campaigns. 

After much research, we’re now just 
finalising details to submit our application 
to the Charities Commission. This also 
links into renewal of our Forum status, 
which by law has to be done every five 
years.  
As a charity, the Forum will continue to 
operate in the same way, with the same 
website etc. However, as the existing 
Limited Company will be wound up, then 
current Forum members can no longer 
belong to it!   

Instead Members can, of course, 
just sign up to become an Associate 
Member of the new CIO.  There’s no 
obligation to do this, but data protection 
requires us to ask you to renew your 
permission for us to contact you!
It’s not straightforward, but please 
bear with us as we make the Forum 
‘fit for purpose’ going forward. Once 
we’ve created the CIO and are ready 
to transfer, we’ll contact members 
explaining how to sign up again, as you 
did when you first joined the Forum.

The next (‘Pre-Submission’) version of 
the Council’s Draft Local Plan (DLP) 

has been delayed until ‘Summer 2020’.



The declared purposes of the new Forum CIO will be
 to promote within KDBH:-

• high standards of planning and architecture
• the protection, preservation, improvement, and revitalisation of the natural and 

built environment
• sustainable development, including the development of facilities for education, 

health, and business.

And Finally.....

We’re still really struggling to deliver what we want to do for our community, as 
effectively as we want to do it, with our small (albeit perfectly formed!) team of 
volunteers. We know we’ve not been able to get back to everyone who has contacted 
us as quickly as we should - or sometimes at all.  We’re sorry for any frustration this 
causes.  We’re prioritising what time we have to the main areas above as being those 
we believe are most important to our community.  
PLEASE, if you do have some time available and are interested in any aspect of what 
we are doing (it’s not all about planning), then please do get in touch.  We would LOVE 
to hear from you!

As always you can find out more about everything in this Newsletter
on our website: www.kdbh-np.org

The promise of Spring on it’s way


