
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum – Housing Focus Group 
 
Minutes of meeting held on 24/2/2016 

Present: Steve Lyle, Lis Hedley, David Wallis, Louisa Jakeman, Tony MacClelland, John Cooper, Chris 
Baker 
Apologies: Gill Griggs 
 

1. Briefing from David Hofton of Hunters Estate Agents 
David very kindly attended our meeting to give his views of the current state of the housing 
market in our area, based on his many years of experience as a local estate agent and as a 
Director of one of the leading independent estate agent groups in Warwickshire. The discussion 
was wide ranging covering both sale and rental properties and the relationship between supply 
& demand. The main points included: 

• older than normal age profile of residents in the area 
• noticeable property imbalance with a large percentage of 4 bed detached houses but 

little in the way of first time buyer or downsizing/rightsizing properties 
• few recent developments which include studio apartments, 1 bed properties, quads (4 

small properties arranged in a back-to-back layout) suitable for first time buyers  
• single occupancy properties is the fastest growing market sector - this covers not just 

first time buyers but buy-to-let landlords, marriage/partnership breakups and down 
sizing 

• Hunters typically only manage to sell a property to a first time buyer once every 2 to 3 
months as availability is so poor. Average first time buyer is 35 to 36 years old.  

• need for bungalows or large, luxury apartments (say in blocks of 3 maximum, not high 
rise), ideally centrally located to allow long term older residents to downsize. Currently, 
many are living in houses too big for them, as they don’t want to leave the area but 
cannot find any suitable properties to buy. 

• Eveson Court was given as an example of a good mixed development with around 60 
properties, underground parking and a mix of 2/3 bed properties and some larger 
penthouses 

• poor and unsympathetic design is an issue with some recent local developments 
• there is increasing demand for rental property owing to ever more flexibility being 

required in the workforce 
• although Hunters have c. 500 rental properties under management they typically only 

achieve one new let per day on average owing to lack of availability 
• only around 10% of local properties are available to rent 
• different types of landlords include small buy-to-let, accidental lets, corporate lets and 

let to rent upsizers 
• trend towards longer letting periods, now typically starting at 1 year rather than 6 

months and going up to 2 or 3 year contracts 
• origins of buyers (or renters) have not changed much over the years and are typically: 

either already in B93 or aspirational local buyers looking to move into B93 or external 
buyers, many of whom will be corporate moves 

• local traders are convinced more transitional parking would benefit their businesses 
• people choose to move into the area for a variety of reasons including: schools, 

employers, central location with good transport links, aspirational area 
• house prices are generally similar to Henley in Arden and Leamington Spa but higher 

than Warwick, Stratford, Shirley and Solihull 



• it is thought that around 10% of properties in the area are rented against a national 
average of around 25% (although the latter figure is distorted by inner city 
accommodation).  

• in common with country wide figures, owner occupancy in the area is slowly declining 
although there has been a gradual private takeover of the public rented sector over the 
past few years. 
(the above items in red were overlooked but added retrospectively on 11/4/16) 
 

2. Welcome new members 
We welcomed Tony MacClelland, John Cooper and Chris Baker who were attending our 
Housing group for the first time following our call for extra help. We hope they will return next 
time! 
 

3. Review of action points from last meeting 
As it had been seven weeks since our last meeting we went through all the action points to 
ensure everything had been done and get everyone up to date. No further follow ups were 
found to be necessary. 
 

4. Discuss future mapping requirements 
We briefly discussed mapping requirements but decided we needed to have a better 
understanding of what was possible, how the QGIS system worked and how “mapping” could 
be accessed to help us make decisions as to what we would need. 
Action – SL to discuss with Tony Aykroyd 
 

5. Update from SL on future survey plans 
SL gave a quick résumé of decisions made and pending:  

• we will be using an on-line format with paper based backup for those who are unable or 
do not wish to complete on-line 

• a professional organisation will be helping us format the questionnaire, deliver the on-
line element and analyse the results 

• following considerable research, two companies were selected and have recently been 
interviewed, with prices promised during w/c 29/2/16 – selection to follow quickly 
thereafter 

• the survey will be primarily publicised by means of an A5 folded leaflet distributed to 
every household but this will be reinforced through many other media 

• target commencement date will be late April to follow, and include input from, the two 
Visioning sessions 

• time scales are expected to be – 1 week “soft” launch followed by further 3 weeks on-
line, 1 week to input manual entries and extract data with top line summary, 1 week for 
full report 

Action – SL to discuss approach and timing for creation of questions by all three groups at next 
Steering Group meeting. New Housing group members were asked to start thinking about what 
outcomes we should be seeking and therefore what questions would need to be asked (to 
compare with the established views of the others in the Housing group) 
 

6. AOB 
TA has asked that we make a point of deciding on and seeking out any “interesting” issues, 
data, reports, articles etc. that he can use to keep refreshing the website and maintain interest. 
Group members to e-mail content direct to TA for consideration on janetony@blueyonder.co.uk. 

  



Next meeting Wednesday 23rd March at 19:30 (but could be brought forward 
depending on outcome of Action 5 above) 


