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Notes of the meeting held on 26 September 2016 at Arden Academy 

 
 

• Present 
Amy Fallis (AF), David Gentle (DG), Martin Murphy (MM), Dave Sykes (DS), Roger 
Thorpe (RT) 
 

• Notes of the previous meeting 
Notes of the meeting of 7 July 2016 had been agreed by email. 
 

• LLCF – Structure - Chair and Steering Group membership 
A new group, Policy and Planning, has been formed with the intention of pulling together 
inputs from the three working groups and shaping up the beginnings of a Forum Plan 
that related to SMBC criteria such as those in the Local Plan (crystallising around January 
2017). The Policy and Planning Group (PPG) will report to the Steering Group. The PPG, 
led by Bryan, will include two representatives from each of the working groups. This 
group, LLCF, would be represented by DG and RT. 
DG and RT would convey the thoughts of the LLCF Group and seek evidence from them 
and other sources to inform PPG decisions. The link between PPG and the Steering 
Group was discussed, it being agreed that Bryan would provide such a link. (Note: 
subsequently discussed with Jane who preferred that DG, as chair of the LLCF group, 
attended Steering Group.) 
DG will chair the LLCF from the next meeting with RT as deputy. 
DG will attempt to continue notetaking. 
 

• Update from Steering Group 
MM reported on the new structure as above. Jane will continue as chair of the Steering 
Group but, in the light of her increasing commitments elsewhere, will be supported by a 
deputy. 
Membership is reported as approximately 530. 
The Annual General Meeting of the Forum and Company will take place on October 12th 
at 7 PM at Arden Academy. 
 

• Next steps for LLCF 
The LLCF Group have been asked to ‘prepare their part of the overall vision, identify 
issues and list objectives’ in order to prepare for the first meeting of the PPG. 
The group will need to identify issues from the Residents’ Survey. Whilst the initial report 
on the Residents’ Survey was available online, the Group would also need to see an 
analysis of the open-ended responses. (Note: full results of the survey are now 
available.) On this matter, it was noted that the confidentiality clause on the Survey 
stated that ‘… all the information you provide will be processed and analysed by an 
independent third party…’. There was considerable concern expressed that the process 
employed might be considered to be outside this framework. It was noted that there 
needs to be a clear understanding of confidentiality issues as work progresses. 
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• Youth Survey update 

AF informed the Group of ongoing progress to analyse responses. There had been some 
variation from the original sampling plan and some of the prompts had been reported by 
primary schools as being ‘over the heads’ of some young children. However, there was 
sufficient data to give significant input from young people. 
There ensued discussion about methodology to incorporate the Youth Survey into the 
whole picture. Developing thoughts about the apparent absence of a research model, it 
was perceived that there were dangers in using ad hoc meetings to influence general 
findings as it was entirely possible for a vociferous minority to have disproportionate 
impact. 
 

• AOB 
It was noted that the business survey and associated analysis seemed to be progressing 
without the involvement of the LLCF Group that had initially been given this remit. 
 

• Future Meetings 
The next three meetings were arranged to be at 13.00 at Arden Academy on: 
Monday 10th October 2016; Monday 14th November 2016: Monday 12th December 2016. 
The priorities, within the remit of the LLCF Group, are to review responses to the 
Residents’ Survey (and Youth Survey if available) and agree a paper on our vision, issues 
and objectives for the Policy and Planning Group. 
 
 
Chair’s Notes 
I will prepare a discussion paper on our vision, issues and objectives. Others may wish to 
do so as well. I attach some recent papers as guidance. 
Please read the Residents’ Survey results and prepare your thoughts. 
 
 
DG 
 


