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Notes of the meeting held on 14 April 2016 at Arden Academy 
 

• Present 
Amy Fallis (AF), David Gentle (DG), Bill Lally (BL), Martin Murphy (MM), Dave Ratcliffe 
(DR), Roger Thorpe (RT) 
 

• Apologies 
Dave Sykes, Adrian Woolmore 
 

• Notes of the previous meeting 
Draft notes of the previous meeting on 23 March 2016 had been agreed by email. 
 

• Forum Update 
BL had attended the Forum Meeting on 13 April 2016 and recalled the following matters: 

∠ an interactive session with ‘post-it’s as preparation for the visioning events; 
∠ arrangements, including request for volunteers, in relation to the distribution of 

the survey information leaflet, volunteers to test the survey and publicity for 
future events; 

∠ latest information on new housing development including ‘call for sites’, Blythe 
Valley and NEC developments and SMBC’s report analysing their consultation 
responses. It was noted that in some areas, such as in Berkswell, residents were 
in favour of new housing as they thought it would improve local services. In our 
area, there was a view that there is a developing gulf between the priorities of 
developers and those of residents; 

∠ updates with regard to residents’ survey, membership, and treasurer’s report. 
 

• Draft Survey 
DG explained why the Group’s original suggestions had been modified in format prior to 
inclusion in the first draft of the residents’ survey. The group agreed comments on draft 
one as follows. 

∠ Q35 response headings should be Very Satisfied; Satisfied; Dissatisfied; Very 
Dissatisfied; then a vertical line with a heading No opinion/Don't know 

∠ Noted that the majority of the tick box/choice questions are different in response 
style? Is it to keep people thinking? 

∠ Q35 the final two items, ‘for the young’ and ‘for the elderly’ - do we need to 
stipulate under 18 and over 65? However, these prompts are not needed if the 
analysis process can profile ages at the start against key questions in the survey. 
Will it be able to do this? 

∠ Q36 Clarify ‘in the short term’ by adding ‘over the next 5 years’. 
∠ Q37 Clarify ‘in the longer term’ by adding ‘5-20 years’. 
∠ The last section may appear a little patronising. We would prefer: ‘Thank you! You 

have completed the survey and we really appreciate (or value) your contribution.’ 
Rest stays the same. 
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∠ The Group believes that the format may result in young people being under-
represented in relation to their proportion of this community. It is proposed that if 
there is such under-representation there should be an individual based 
(questionnaire or interview) survey of young people (years 4-13) through the 
schools. This will build on the previous work completed at the young people’s 
Vision Day. The group is prepared to lead on this research, it being suggested 
that senior pupils at Arden Academy might become involved in the organisation.  

The Group were interested in the proposed methodologies for dealing with multiple 
occupancy households. 
 

• LL&FC Leaflets/information sheets 
It was agreed that the two leaflets produced by DG were appropriate. There had been a 
request for an additional leaflet focusing on education as below. Whilst recognising that 
this is an important issue for many residents, the group consider it important to limit the 
Forum’s involvement to general statements about the availability of school places and 
not venture into areas where we had little or no control. 
The group will be represented by RT and DG on 20 April and by RT and BL on 24 April. 
This is to answer questions and receive comments at the display, not to make a 
presentation or give any public responses. 
 

• Education Data – leaflet with key issues 
MM and AF agreed to work on this, possibly covering the issues of catchment areas, 
current availability of places and movement across catchment boundaries. MM informed 
the group that a general rule was that 1000 new houses creates a need for one 
additional form of entry for each cohort. 
 

• Date for next meeting 
Already scheduled for 11:30 AM on Thursday 5 May 2016 at Arden Academy. 
 
 
 
 
DG 


