
Knowle, Dorridge and Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum – Housing Focus Group 
 
Minutes of meeting held on 5/1/2016 

Present: Steve Lyle, Lis Hedley, Gill Griggs, David Wallis 

Apologies: Louisa Jakeman 

1. Review draft of response to Solihull Local Plan Consultation document. 
We went through the first draft proposal created by GG and suggested a few minor 
amendments but felt it fundamentally addressed the issues of concern expressed in the 
feedback received from residents so far. We did discuss the views raised by Bryan Hunt 
(see e-mail dated 1/1/16) in support of Growth Option G “possible expansion to the 
north west of Bentley Heath”, but felt these were too specific to be included in our 
response at this stage. 
Action – GG to update as necessary, including any issues raised at main Forum 
meeting on 13/1/16 and have ready for discussion with Steering group ASAP 
(remembering the cut-off date for submissions is Friday 22/1/16). 
 

2. Review Housing data compilation. 
SL showed examples of a first attempt to incorporate all housing related data obtained 
so far into two spreadsheets. These were felt to be much easier to use and would form 
a good basis for further development as more data becomes available. In addition, by 
identifying existing data in this way we thought it would prove very helpful in formulating 
questions for inclusion in the survey. Some amendments were known to be required in 
relation to the Ward Profiles where Hockley Heath was included in Dorridge and 
Chadwick End included in Knowle.  
Acton – SL to a) circulate existing documents to all Housing group members for more 
detailed examination, b) obtain refined Ward data from Gary Baker at Solihull 
Observatory, c) investigate possibility of obtaining similar data from 2001 Census for 
comparison purposes. 
 

3. Develop Housing presentation for main Forum meeting 
After SL ran through the draft presentation various ideas were discussed regarding 
format, content and sequence to ensure the major issues were appropriately prioritised.  
Action – SL to create/add in various slides then work through with GG to achieve 
finished document. Items to be added include: slide showing green belt area, selected 
pages from SMBC briefing meeting, slides created by Bryan covering existing sites etc. 
LH to create one page questionnaire for distribution at meeting. 
 

4. Discuss mapping and agree representative for meeting 13/1/16 
SL showed examples of maps received from Jim Butler, SMBC Corporate Property 
Information Manager which showed the land and properties owned by SMBC. The file 
size and level of detail made this hard to use but further investigation was deemed 
worthwhile. 
Action – SL to try and extract useable data from map supplied and check with JB if the 
data is fully up to date. DW to attend mapping session as representative of housing 
section (also to see if this map is actually related to that being worked on by TA). 
 



5. Discussion on sources of information to assist preparation of survey 
A general discussion followed about the importance of identifying the crucial questions 
to include in the survey and the correct way in which to present them. The consensus 
was that it would be essential to have professional input from people who had a track 
record of carrying out similar surveys. In the absence of any volunteers with such skills 
we felt this would necessitate us using a professional company to help set up and run 
the survey. 
Action – SL to continue work on identifying and evaluating suitable service providers. 
Also to speak to a local Estate Agents to obtain the professional’s view of availability of 
property for sale/to rent in the area compared with demand. 
 

6. Manpower resources 
It was agreed it would be useful if we could find some more people to join our group to 
increase representation (particularly from Bentley Heath) and perhaps obtain some 
professional support in view of the increasing workload. 
Action – anyone interested please contact Steve Lyle on 01564 778978! 

 

Next meeting Wednesday 24th Febuary at 19:30 


