
                Knowle, Dorridge & Bentley Heath Neighbourhood Forum

                Learning, Leisure and Community Facilities Focus Group

Notes of the meeting held on 12 December 2016 at Arden Academy

 Present
Amy Fallis (AF), David Gentle (DG), Martin Murphy (MM), Roger Thorpe (RT)

 Apologies.
None. DG asked whether Dave Fraley is still a member of the group. It was thought that 
he had left the group some time ago (Dave - please confirm).

 Matters arising from the previous meeting on 10 October 2016 (other than those 
below)

There were no matters other than those already on this agenda.
(Note - the meeting scheduled under ‘confirmation of dates’ for 14 November 2016 was 
cancelled)

 Information about notes of meeting on 9 June 2016.
DG informed the group of a modification to the public version of the notes of this 
meeting.

 Report from Steering Group to include approach to the Solihull Plan.
The meeting of 10 October 2016 was primarily concerned with setting up the PPG Group.
The meeting of 7 November 2016 included an update on the business survey of 
approximately 300 businesses, attention drawn to the Boundaries Commission proposal, 
discussion of the motorway services proposal and initial discussion of the Solihull Local 
Plan.
The meeting of 28 November 2016 considered a number of progress reports and 
discussed possible formats for the public meeting on 7 December 2016 to discuss the 
Draft Local Plan.
It was explained that the purpose of the public meeting was primarily for the Forum to 
gauge the views of local people in order to inform its stance. This was in the light of the 
Draft Local Plan appearing to be significantly at odds with the Forum’s evidence base, 
particularly the survey, in matters such as the number of houses allocated to Knowle, the
size of the sites and the consequent detrimental impact on services and infrastructure, 
the proposed density and the high proportion of affordable housing. There were some 
reservations about the clarity of purpose of the meeting in practice – however, the key 
issues, e.g. numbers of additional homes in Knowle, were generally covered in the 
discussions and/or Q & A sessions.

 Report on progress of Planning Policy Group.
The initial meeting on 24 October 2016 had clarified the remit and terms of reference for
the Group. This and the following meeting have established who does what, writing 
policies, agreed terms, formats and timescales.
In subsequent meetings, subgroups had presented impact statements on ‘transport and 
infrastructure’, ‘learning, leisure and community facilities’, ‘housing’, with ‘environment 
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and open spaces ’and ‘employment’ to follow. This represents considerable progress in 
drawing together the evidence bases to determine policies.

 LLCF submission to Policy Planning Group – work in progress.
There was agreement that the LLCF summary impact table showed how key items and 
objectives had been derived from the evidence base. RT explained how additional 
detailed analysis of data had been used to support the published results of the survey. 
This had been particularly useful in areas of minority interest, such as childcare 
provision, analysing age and area factors and increasing accuracy.

 Youth survey.
AF indicated that the analysis of responses was almost complete. An initial report had 
been prepared based on work so far. AF stated that responses for some questions would
benefit from age profiling (primary, secondary, 14+). AF was asked to apply such 
techniques where she thought appropriate. It was considered helpful if DG and RG could
receive copies when analysis had reached a meaningful stage. DG and RG will 
incorporate the findings into the LLCF impact matrix and convey the survey results to 
leaders of the other groups.
It was noted that some costs had been involved in implementing and analysing the 
youth survey. MM to provide further information to DG who will enquire whether a 
budget is available.

 Report of meeting with SMBC Schools Admission.
DG had circulated the agreed notes from a meeting with Solihull Schools Admission 
Department. This aligned with previously understood data. It was noted that there will 
be a requirement for two additional forms of entry at primary level.
There was nobody available to discuss the overall financial impact on SMBC of land swap
schemes.

 Future meetings of Group.
The group agreed that the next meeting be planned to take place at 1.00 PM on 
Monday, 23 January 2017.
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